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AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 

Read and Publish License Agreement 
 

This Agreement is between the  

 

American Physical Society, herein known as (“Publisher”), located at One Physics 

Ellipse, College Park, MD 20740, USA 

 

and  

 

Technische Informationsbibliothek (“TIB”), located at Welfengarten 1 B, 30167 

Hannover, Germany and whose contact details are included in Schedule 3, participating 

as administrator and acting on behalf of the institutions (“Licensees”), included in 

Schedule 4. 

 

TIB warrants that it is authorized to act on behalf of the Licensees with regard to this 

Agreement and stipulates all terms and conditions of this Agreement are accepted by the 

Licensees, who acknowledge they are individually responsible for enforcing the terms 

and conditions set forth herein. 

 

Intent / Open Access Transition: APS is committed to its mission to support physics 

research and ethical publishing. We seek to be transparent and equitable in our open 

access initiatives including with offsetting as we transition to open access, as 

demonstrated by our approach with SCOAP3, offsetting 100% of relevant revenue. The 

global open access landscape continues to change rapidly, and while we cannot provide a 

formal plan at this time, APS supports the principles of Open Access to the extent 

possible that allows the Society to maintain peer-reviewed high-quality journals, secure 

archiving, and the Society's long‑term financial stability, to the benefit of the scientific 

enterprise. 

 

1. The Publisher agrees that the Licensee may grant their Authorized Users (defined 

in Schedule 1) electronic access to the Publisher’s Licensed Materials listed in Schedule 

2 (“Licensed Materials”).  

 

2.   The Licensees will access the Licensed Materials via the IP addresses set out in 

Schedule 4 or via IP addresses previously supplied to the Publisher.  

 

3.   The Publisher agrees to enter into a Read and Publish Agreement with TIB, by 

providing open access publishing services to the Licensees, according to the terms 

detailed in Schedule 6 (“Provision of Open Access Publishing”). 

 

4. This Agreement is subject to the Publisher’s Terms and Conditions, which are set 

out in Schedule 1.      
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5.   Any amendments to the Publisher’s Terms and Conditions must be in writing and 

signed by both parties. 

 

6.   The Licensee shall not assign or transfer its right to access to the Licensed 

Materials to any other institution, organization, or person. 

 

7.   The Licensed Materials and their contents, including abstracts, are owned and 

copyrighted by the American Physical Society.  This material is subject to all applicable 

copyright and database protection and other rights of the stated owner and publisher 

under the laws of the United States and other countries.  Copyright notices in the 

Licensed Materials and its articles may not be removed, obscured, or modified in any 

way.  Authorized Users shall claim no ownership by reason of use or access. ALL 

RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Agreement shall be taken to restrict, limit or 

curtail any provisions of the Creative Commons License used for Open Access Articles 

that are part of the Licensed Material. 
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Schedule 1: 

Publisher Terms and Conditions  

 

1.  AUTHORIZED USERS 

 

The Publisher grants the Licensee and its Authorized Users online access to the Licensed 

Materials listed in Schedule 2. This grant extends only to the Licensee and its Authorized 

Users and may not be transferred or extended to others.  For purposes of this Agreement, 

an “Authorized User” is any individual who is an employee, faculty staff, visiting scholar 

or student officially affiliated with the Licensee and persons with legal access to the 

Licensee’s collections and facilities on site, including walk-in users and registered library 

users in case the Licensee is a public library. Authorized Users may be persons remote 

from the Licensee’s physical location whose access is administered from the Licensee’s 

site or campus. This Agreement extends only to the Licensee and such Authorized Users 

and may not be transferred or extended.  

 

2.  IP ADDRESSES 

 

The Licensee shall be identified and authenticated by their Internet Protocol addresses or 

ranges (IPs) as indicated in Schedule 4. The Licensee is responsible for providing IPs to 

the Publisher via TIB, and for managing expired or inaccurate IPs associated with the 

Licensee’s account. Publisher will only accept IPs owned by or for the sole use of the 

subscriber. All IPs are subject to review and approval by the Publisher technical staff. 

Publisher reserves the right to reject any IPs failing to fulfill these criteria. Licensee shall 

use reasonable efforts to prevent access by unauthorized individuals to its authorized IPs, 

and terminate any unauthorized access of which it has actual notice or knowledge. 

Publisher does not allow IP sharing across multiple, discrete institutions or accounts. 

Licensee shall not share IPs with unauthorized users for access to the Licensed Materials. 

Licensee shall at all times use commercially reasonable efforts to use the Licensed 

Materials in a secure environment and provide adequate protection for and have in place 

appropriate security policies, procedures, access control methodologies and network 

protection techniques to safeguard access to the Licensed Materials. 

 

3.  PERMITTED USE 

 

a.       The Authorized Users are permitted online access to the Licensed 

Materials listed in Schedule 2, and may download, save, or print text, 

search results, or other information from the Licensed Materials solely for 

their private use or research and may only use this online access in a way 

that conforms with all applicable laws and regulations.  

 

b.       The Licensee may include articles from the Licensed Materials in 

coursepacks in print or digital form for distribution to Authorized Users 

for their use in connection with classroom instruction or in reserves (print 

or digital), which are to be deleted by the Licensee after the end of the 

semester in which the related course concludes. 
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c.       The Publisher grants the Licensee and Authorized Users permission to 

use brief quotations from the content of the online Licensed Materials with 

the customary acknowledgment of the source, and to copy and transmit 

content from individual articles in “person-to-person” and non-systematic 

scholarly exchanges of information between Authorized Users and 

specific individuals.  

 

d. Interlibrary Loan: Individual articles contained in the Licensed Materials 

may be supplied to another library for the purpose of research or private 

study and not for commercial use.  

 

e. The Licensee agrees that use of the Licensed Materials by Authorized 

Users other than indicated above or permissible under German copyright 

law is a violation of the terms of this Agreement. Any other use of the 

Licensed Materials requires the written permission of the copyright holder, 

unless the material in question has a Creative Commons license, in which 

case that license governs the conditions for usage. 

 

4.   USAGE STATISTICS 

 

COUNTER-compliant usage reports are available via the APS Platform. For more 

information, visit the APS Journals-Librarians Portal at http://librarians.aps.org/ or 

contact help@aps.org for assistance. 

 
The Publisher shall comply with the requirements of GDPR when collecting and 

aggregating usage statistics under the COUNTER standard.       
 

5.  PROHIBITIONS ON CERTAIN USE 

 

 a.  The Licensee shall not knowingly permit anyone other than Authorized 

Users to use the Licensed Materials. Altering, recompiling, systematic or 

programmatic copying, reselling, redistributing, publishing or republishing 

(beyond the uses permitted under Section 3 or under German copyright 

law) of any journal text, output, search result, or other information from 

the Licensed Materials, or any portion thereof, including without 

limitation, copyright, proprietary and/or other legal notices contained 

therein, in any form or medium is prohibited.   

 

b.  Systematic or programmatic downloading of the Licensed Materials (for 

example, downloading entire journal issues), service bureau redistribution 

services, printing for fee-for-service purposes and/or the systematic 

making of print or electronic copies of individual titles for transmission to 

persons other than Authorized Users are prohibited.  Downloading 

portions of the Licensed Materials for the purpose of creating systematic 

http://librarians.aps.org/
mailto:help@aps.org
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and persistent local copies (not including transient, dynamic caches of 

individually requested material) for redistribution is prohibited.       
      

 Authorized Users who wish to text and data mine the Licensed Materials 

for non-commercial purposes may request a separate text and data mining 

agreement from the Publisher (see Schedule 8). For the avoidance of 

doubt, nothing in such text and data mining agreement shall limit or 

exclude non-derogable statutory rights of Authorized Users. 

 

  c.  All rights not expressly granted herein are reserved to the stated Publisher 

of the Licensed Materials. The Authorized Users may not circumvent the 

Publisher access control systems or use Publisher systems or services to 

make an attempt to gain unauthorized access to any other system or 

network.  

 

6.  FEES, PAYMENT AND TERM 

 

The Licensee agrees to pay the required Total Fees attributed to them as detailed in 

Schedule 4.  

 

Upon receipt of payment, and after the commencement of this Agreement, the Publisher 

will provide online access to all of the Licensed Materials listed on Schedule 2, and 

provide the open access publishing services for all Eligible Articles according to the 

provisions in Schedule 6. The fee is payable within 60 days of receipt of an invoice.  

 

The Licensee is responsible for all applicable taxes and fees arising from or related to the 

use of the Licensed Materials as required by any national, state, provincial, or local 

jurisdiction to which the Licensee is subject to including, without limitation, service 

taxes. 

 

No further price adjustments will be made during the term of this agreement. Only the 

following adjustments may be made: 

 

a. If any journal in Schedule 2 ceases publication or is withdrawn by the 

Publisher from the APS Platform, or if the Publisher is unable to provide 

continued access to any title during the term of this Agreement, the 

Licensees’ Total Fees may be adjusted by agreement between the 

Publisher and TIB.      
 

b. If any journal in Schedule 7 faces a transformation in its underlying 

business model (including, but not limited to, a flip from hybrid to Gold 

OA, Diamond OA, S2O or other APC-free models), the Licensees’ Total 

Fees may be adjusted by agreement between the Publisher and TIB to 

reflect any such changes. 
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The term of this Agreement is for the period from January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2028, 

inclusive of both dates (“Initial Term”).  

 

A mutual mid-term review of this Agreement will take place during the third quarter of 

2026 ("Mid-Term Review"). At this review, both TIB and Publisher shall assess the 

number of articles accepted for OA publishing under this Agreement of the entire group 

of Licensees between January 1, 2025 and June 30, 2026 If the number of articles 

accepted for OA publishing is found to deviate by more than five percent (5%) either 

above or below the projected levels for that time period at the time of signature of the 

Agreement, either party may terminate this Agreement according to Section 12c. Any 

decimal number / fraction will be rounded to the closest full number. 

 

7.  LONGTERM ARCHIVING 

 

The Publisher will use reasonable efforts to maintain an archive of its entire electronic 

journal content. In particular, the Publisher maintains three complete and continuously 

updated mirror sites for all of its content from the present back to 1893, distributed 

widely across the United States, and also deposits the full Publisher’s content with 

Portico.  

 

8.      LICENSEE WARRANTS 

 

a. Subject to applicable law, the Licensee agrees to indemnify, defend and 

hold the Publisher harmless from and against any loss, damage, costs, 

liability and expenses (including reasonable legal and professional fees) 

arising out of any claim or legal action taken against the Publisher related 

to or in any way connected with any use of the Licensed Materials by the 

Licensee or Authorized Users or any failure by the Licensee to perform its 

obligations in relation to this Agreement, provided that nothing in this 

Agreement shall make the Licensee liable for breach of the terms of the 

Agreement by any authorized user provided that the Licensee did not 

cause, knowingly assist or condone the continuation of such breach to 

continue after becoming aware of an actual breach having occurred. 

 

b. The limitation of liability as stated in Section 9.c.2.b for the Publisher 

shall also apply for the Licensee. 

 

c. The Licensee shall: 

 

1. use reasonable efforts to ensure that all Authorized Users are aware of 

the importance of respecting the intellectual property rights in the 

Licensed Materials and of the terms and conditions of this Agreement, 

and use reasonable efforts to notify Authorized Users of the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement and take steps to protect the Licensed 

Materials from unauthorized use or other breach of this Agreement. 
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2. use reasonable efforts to monitor compliance and immediately    

upon becoming aware of any unauthorized use or other breach,   

inform the Publisher and take all reasonable and appropriate steps, 

both to ensure that such activity ceases and to prevent any recurrence. 

 

9. PUBLISHER WARRANTS 

 

a. The Publisher warrants to the Licensee that the Licensed Materials do not 

infringe the copyright or any other proprietary or intellectual property rights 

of any person.  The Publisher shall indemnify and hold the Licensee harmless 

from and against any loss, damage, costs, liability and expenses (including 

reasonable legal and professional fees) arising out of any legal action taken 

against the Licensee claiming actual or alleged infringement of such rights.  

This indemnity shall survive the termination of this Agreement for any reason. 

This indemnity shall not apply if the Licensee has amended the Licensed 

Materials in any way not permitted by this Agreement. 

 

b. The Publisher shall not, and shall not seek to, track, record, store, share, 

transfer and/or sell usage data or personal data of users accessing the Licensed 

Content under the Agreement (“Science Tracking”), unless absolutely 

necessary for the performance of the Agreement or in case of any security or 

content protection measures, but only if Publisher has a legal obligation or a 

legitimate interest according to Art. 6 Par. 1 (c) or (f) GDPR respectively.  

      
That includes the prohibition of collecting detailed real-time data on the 

informational behavior of users, including but not limited to the collection, 

analysis, profiling and aggregation of personal and other academic or private 

data from various sources, such as user tracking, duration of stay and category 

of information source, offline tracking of any kind, utilization of fingerprint 

technology, software toolboxes or similar to implement advanced tracking or 

profiling, meaning any data processing operations that are outside the 

common purpose of the Parties, the granting of access to online resources and 

the provision of anonymous usage statistics according to the COUNTER 

standard.   
 
If a competent supervisory authority or court decides that personal data 

processing activity under the Agreement completely or in parts involves the 

parties’ processing personal data as joint controllers under Art. 26 GDPR, the 

parties agree to negotiate in good faith a joint controller agreement to allocate 

their respective data protection responsibilities in accordance with the 

provisions of the GDPR.         
 

c. The Publisher shall: 

 

1. use reasonable efforts to ensure that the server has adequate capacity 

and bandwidth to support the usage of the Licensee at a level that 
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meets the standards of availability for information services of similar 

scope operating via the World Wide Web, as such standards evolve 

from time to time over the term of this Agreement. 

 

2. use reasonable efforts to make the Licensed Materials available to 

the Licensee and to Authorized Users at all times and on a twenty-

four hour basis, save for routine maintenance (which shall be 

notified to the Licensee in advance wherever possible), and to restore 

access to the Licensed Materials as soon as possible in the event of 

an interruption or suspension of the service. 

 

a. EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY PROVIDED IN THIS 

AGREEMENT, THE PUBLISHER MAKES NO 

REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 

EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 

LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF DESIGN, ACCURACY 

OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE 

LICENSED MATERIALS, MERCHANTABILITY OR 

FITNESS OF USE FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  THE 

LICENSED MATERIALS ARE SUPPLIED ‘AS IS’. 

 

b. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN THIS AGREEMENT, UNDER 

NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE PUBLISHER BE 

LIABLE TO THE LICENSEE OR ANY OTHER PERSON, 

INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO AUTHORIZED 

USERS, FOR ANY SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, 

INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OF 

ANY CHARACTER ARISING OUT OF THE INABILITY 

TO USE, OR THE USE OF, THE LICENSED 

MATERIALS.  IRRESPECTIVE OF THE CAUSE OR 

FORM OF ACTION, THE PUBLISHER’S AGGREGATE 

LIABILITY FOR ANY CLAIMS, LOSSES, OR 

DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF ANY BREACH OF THIS 

AGREEMENT SHALL IN NO CIRCUMSTANCES 

EXCEED THE TOTAL FEES PAID BY LICENSEE TO 

THE PUBLISHER UNDER THIS AGREEMENT IN 

RESPECT OF THE AGREEMENT TERM DURING 

WHICH SUCH CLAIM, LOSS OR DAMAGE 

OCCURRED.  THE FOREGOING LIMITATION OF 

LIABILITY AND EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN DAMAGES 

SHALL APPLY REGARDLESS OF THE SUCCESS OR 

EFFECTIVENESS OF OTHER REMEDIES. 

 

10. RESPONSIBILITY BY BOTH PARTIES.   
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Each party shall use its best efforts to safeguard the intellectual property, confidential 

information and proprietary rights of the other parties. 

 

11. OFFICIAL VERSION OF RECORD   

 

The Publisher will use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that the online version 

of the journal corresponds in content with the print version. In the event of any 

discrepancy between the print and online versions, the online version will be the official 

version of record. 

 

12. TERMINATION 

 

This Agreement may be terminated by TIB or Publisher,  
      

a. if either party fails to observe or perform any one or more of its 

obligations hereunder. Either party may request the other by notice in 

writing, specifying the violation, to remedy the violation (if remediable) 

within thirty (30) days of notice, and if such remedy has not been 

completed within the said thirty (30) day period, or if no remedy is 

possible, the non-breaching party may terminate this Agreement forthwith. 

 

Upon termination of this Agreement by TIB under this provision, 

Publisher shall repay to Licensees the proportion of the Total Fees paid 

that represents the unexpired part of fees paid by Licensee for Licensed 

Content under this Agreement. 

 

b. upon notice of either party on committing an act of bankruptcy or having a 

receiver or liquidator appointed over its assets except for the purposes of 

solvent amalgamation or reconstruction, unless both parties agree to 

continue the Agreement. 

 

c. by December 31, 2026, if either party wishes to terminate the Agreement 

on the ground of the results of the mutual Mid-Term Review as detailed in 

section 6. The terminating party needs to provide written notice of the 

wish to terminate to the other party within thirty (30) days following the 

conclusion of the Mid-Term Review, but no later than December 1, 2026.  
 

For the avoidance of doubt, in case either party terminates this Agreement 

under this provision, the Agreement shall be deemed terminated for all 

Licensees on 31 December 2026.      
 

Participation of a Licensee in this Agreement might be terminated by Publisher or 

Licensee: 

 

a. if and when the Total Fees of the respective Licensee lapse or when 

conditions covered by (b) or (c), below have occurred: 
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b. upon a determination by the Publisher that the Licensee has violated any 

term or condition of this License. Publisher may request Licensee by 

notice in writing to remedy the violation (if remediable) and to implement 

procedures, reasonably satisfactory to the Publisher, to prevent future 

violations within thirty (30) days of receipt of such notice,       
 

c. if during the term of the Agreement, Licensee wishes to opt out of this 

Agreement for the subsequent calendar year(s) on the condition that – in 

an exercise of reasonable discretion of Licensee – Licensee is not able to 

continue its participation in this agreement due to external circumstances 

outside its control impacting its financial situation. For a Licensee to 

terminate the agreement at the end of a calendar year, written notice 

including appropriate documentation demonstrating the nature of such 

financial hardship has to be given to the TIB by August 31 and to the 

Publisher by September 15 of that given year. The Agreement shall be 

deemed terminated for this Licensee from January 1 of the subsequent 

year, except for those obligations that by the terms hereof or their nature 

survive, including post termination access to subscribed content for the 

Licensee. 

 

Consequential amendments as are necessitated by such termination will be 

made to Schedule 4 following such notice. For the avoidance of doubt, the 

Total Fees for the remaining Licensees will not be affected by any such 

termination of a single Licensee.      
 

Access to Publisher Content upon Expiry or Termination 

 

Following termination of this Agreement as set out above or expiry of this 

Agreement, Licensee’s access to Licensed Material published during the 

term of the Agreement continues at no additional cost. Such access shall 

be subject to Licensee abiding by those terms of this Agreement that are 

relevant to such access. Such terms shall continue to have effect for the 

duration of Licensee’s access, and Licensee hereby acknowledges and 

agrees that if Publisher can reasonably demonstrate that Licensee is in 

breach of such terms, Publisher may terminate Licensee’s access after 

giving notice to the respective Licensee. 

 

11. GENERAL 

 

a. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the parties and 

supersedes all prior communications, understandings and agreements 

relating to the subject matter of this Agreement, whether oral or written. 

 

b. This Agreement may not be assigned by either party to any other person or 

organization, nor may either party sub-contract any of its obligations, 
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except as provided in this Agreement in respect of the management and 

operation of the Licensed Materials, without the prior written consent of 

the other party, which consent shall not unreasonably be withheld. 

 

c. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with 

the laws of Germany irrespective of the place of its physical execution, 

and the parties hereto hereby submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

German courts in respect of any contractual and non-contractual disputes 

arising out of or in connection with this Agreement. 

 

d. Any notices to be served on either of the parties by the other shall be sent 

by prepaid recorded delivery or registered mail or e-mail to the address of 

the addressee as set out in this Agreement or to such other address as 

notified by either party to the other as its address for service of notices. 

 

e. Neither party’s delay or failure to perform any provision of this 

Agreement, as result of circumstances beyond its control (including, 

without limitation, war, strikes, floods, governmental restrictions, power, 

telecommunications or Internet failures, or damage to or destruction of 

any network facilities) shall be deemed to be, or to give rise to, a breach of 

this License. 

 

f. The invalidity or un-enforceability of any provision of this Agreement 

shall not affect the continuation or enforceability of the remainder of this 

Agreement. 

 

g. Either party’s waiver, or failure, to require performance by the other, of 

any provision of this Agreement will not affect its full right to require such 

performance at any subsequent time, or be taken or held to be a waiver of 

the provision itself. 

 

h. TIB, Licensees, and Publisher shall keep the terms of Schedule 4 strictly 

confidential and shall not disclose the same except to the extent any 

disclosure is required by law, or court or administrative or regulatory body 

of competent jurisdiction. All parties agree that this Agreement (with the 

omission of Schedule 3 and Schedule 4) might be made public in the 

ESAC Transformative Agreement Registry and on other platforms if 

deemed necessary by TIB or Licensees. 
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Schedule 2 

Licensed Materials 

Owned & Copyrighted by the American Physical Society 

 

 

(All Journal Content is Online Only Format) 

 

Physical Review Letters 

Physical Review X (Open Access) 

PRX Energy (Open Access) 

PRX Life (Open Access) 

PRX Quantum (Open Access) 

Reviews of Modern Physics 

Physical Review A   

Physical Review B   

Physical Review C   

Physical Review D   

Physical Review E 

Physical Review Applied 

Physical Review Fluids 

Physical Review Materials  

Physical Review Research (Open Access) 

Physical Review Accelerators and Beams (Open Access) 

Physical Review Physics Education Research (Open Access)  

Physical Review Online Archive (PROLA)    

Physics – Free to Read 

 

 

ISSN and CODENS: 

http://librarians.aps.org/issn 

http://journals.aps.org 

*Also listed in Schedule 5 

 

Librarian Portal: 

http://librarians.aps.org/ 

 

APS Technical Support: 

E-mail:  help@aps.org 
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 Schedule 3 

Administrator Information       
 

[Redacted] 
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 Schedule 4 

Name(s) of Licensees and Fees 

 

[Redacted] 
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Schedule 5 

ISSNs, CODENs, and URLs 

 
TITLE ISSN CODEN URL 

Physical Review Letters 1079-7114 PRLTAO journals.aps.org/prl 

Physical Review X 2160-3308 PRXHAE journals.aps.org/prx 

PRX Energy 2768-5608 PERNFI journals.aps.org/prxenergy 

PRX Life 2835-8279 PLRICF journals.aps.org/prxlife 

PRX Quantum 2691-3399 PQRUAG 
journals.aps.org/prxquantu

m 

Reviews of Modern Physics 1539-0756 RMPHAT journals.aps.org/rmp 

Physical Review A 2469-9934 PLRAAN journals.aps.org/pra 

Physical Review B 2469-9969 PRBMDO journals.aps.org/prb 

Physical Review C 2469-9993 PRVCAN journals.aps.org/prc 

Physical Review D 2470-0029 PRVDAQ journals.aps.org/prd 

Physical Review E 2470-0053 PLEEE8 journals.aps.org/pre 

Physical Review Research 2643-1564 PRRHAI journals.aps.org/prresearch 

Physical Review 
Accelerators and Beams 

2469-9888 PRABCJ journals.aps.org/prab 

Physical Review Applied 2331-7019 PRAHB2 journals.aps.org/prapplied 

Physical Review Fluids 2469-990X PRFHBR journals.aps.org/prfluids 

Physical Review Materials 2475-9953 PRMHAR journals.aps.org/prmaterials 

Physical Review Physics 
Education Research 

2469-9896 PRPECZ journals.aps.org/prper 

Physics 1943-2879 PHYSGM physics.aps.org 

Physical Review Online 
Archive (PROLA) 

1536-6065 N/A journals.aps.org/archive 
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Schedule 6 

Provision of Open Access Publishing 

 

 

The following defines the Provision of Open Access Publishing services that, in addition 

to electronic access to Licensed Materials (Schedule 2) granted to Authorized Users at 

the Licensee’s Institutions (Schedule 4), comprise the Read and Publish Agreement. 

 

1. Definitions 

1.1. “Initial Corresponding Author” is defined as the author identified as the 

corresponding author in the initial instance of submission of a manuscript to one 

of the Publisher’s journals. For the avoidance of doubt, the Initial Corresponding 

Author can only be one person (i.e. a manuscript may not have more than one 

Initial Corresponding Author). 

1.1.1. In cases of the reassignment of a manuscript’s corresponding author 

duties, to an author other than the Initial Corresponding Author, after initial 

submission, the manuscript will not be reassessed for eligibility under this 

Agreement.  

1.2.  “Eligible Authors” are defined Authorized Users who are officially affiliated 

with at least one of the Licensees defined in Schedule 4 and are not walk-in users 

or registered library users.  

1.2.1. In cases of articles authored by multiple authors only the Initial 

Corresponding Author may qualify as an Eligible Author.  

1.3. “Eligible Articles” are defined as those which meet all of the following 

conditions: 

1.3.1. articles submitted by an Eligible Author that list one of the Licensees 

(Schedule 4) as the affiliation of the Eligible Author 

1.3.2. articles accepted for publication by a Participating Journal (Schedule 7) 

within the range of dates comprising the Term of this Agreement (Schedule 

1, section 6).  

1.3.3. articles that are of all chargeable article types acceptable under the policies 

of the Participating Journal, including but not limited to: Regular Articles, 

Letters, Rapid Communications, Reviews, Perspectives, and Short Papers. 

1.3.4. are not or would not be eligible for the SCOAP3 initiative for high-energy 

physics, including in the event that SCOAP3 comes to an end.  
1.4. “Open Access License” is defined as the Creative Commons license Attribution 

4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 

used for open access publication of Eligible Articles.  

1.4.1. Eligible Authors under this Agreement retain copyright. 

 

2. Editorial Independence 

2.1. Both the Publisher and Licensee recognize that the Licensee will not be involved 

in the editorial processes despite its financial obligations towards the Publisher. 

2.2. The Publisher is not obligated to publish any article submitted by an Eligible 

Author on the basis of this agreement. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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2.3. The Licensee recognizes that the selection of content that is to be published on 

the Publisher's platform is entirely at the Publisher's discretion. 

2.4. The Licensee relinquishes all possibly due claims towards the Publisher resulting 

from the Publisher's rejection to publish content, either entirely or partially, 

submitted by an Eligible Author. 

2.5. Publisher ensures that articles published under an Open Access License undergo 

the same standards of high-quality, rapid peer-review and production as other 

articles. 

 

3. Identification of Eligible Authors 
3.1. As part of the submission and publication process, the Publisher will strive to 

identify Eligible Authors through at least one of the following parameters: 

3.1.1. Institution Name (Licensee)  

3.1.2. IP ranges recognition (specified by the Licensee) 

3.1.3. e-mail domain  

3.1.4. stating the Licensee in the author identification workflow; and/or 

3.1.5. persistent identifier, such as ROR-ID, Ringgold, ORCID or other 

recognized institutional identifier as provided by the Eligible Author and 

published in the article metadata; and 

3.1.6. Affiliation to a Licensee as stated in the article to be published. 

3.2. The Publisher will strive to clearly communicate the availability of an 

institutional funding agreement to Eligible Authors both within the submission 

process and on its website.  

3.3. The Publisher will strive to make clear that Eligible Authors do not need to pay 

APCs for publishing Open Access articles within the Participating Journals 

(Schedule 7) during the term of this license.  

3.4. The Publisher will strive to correct any error made by the Publisher regarding the 

misidentification of an Eligible Author or Eligible Article during the submission 

process. The Publisher is under no obligation to adjust articles owing to an author 

error but will make reasonable efforts to correct any misidentification on behalf 

of an author that affects the author’s status as an Eligible Author upon 

notification from Licensee or the Eligible Author. 

 

4. Article Publication 
4.1. Articles confirmed to be Eligible Articles that are accepted by a Participating 

Journal will be published without delay upon first publication in the Version of 

Record online under the Open Access License at no direct cost to the Eligible 

Authors. 

4.1.1. Eligible Authors who do not wish to publish their articles as Open Access 

Articles may contact the Publisher and request their article to be published 

under the subscription model (“author opt-out”). Such articles will not be 

considered as falling under this Agreement (for reporting purposes and the 

Mid-Term Review). 

4.1.2. Publisher will inform TIB of any opt outs during the quarterly reporting 

process.      
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4.2. Eligible Authors will retain their copyrights, and Eligible Authors only grant the 

Publisher the non-exclusive right to publish Eligible Articles under the terms and 

conditions of the Open Access License.  

4.3. The Open Access License used by journals eligible to open access publication 

shall not be changed to a license more restrictive for users’ rights during the 

Term. 

 

5. Reporting and Data Delivery 

5.1. Publisher will provide or enable Licensees to download a report of the articles 

that are attributed to their specific institution and are accepted and/or published 

in conformity with this Agreement. 

5.2. Publishers will send quarterly reports of the total number of articles accepted 

and/or published in conformity with this Agreement to TIB. The report shall 

include the time span of the preceding 3 months and shall be delivered no later 

than 30 days after the end of each quarter. The report shall be provided in Excel 

format (or similar) and shall include the following details (list not exhaustive): 

● Name of journal 

● Article title 

● Journal ISSN 

● DOI of article or article ID 

● Name of Initial Corresponding Author 

● Affiliation(s) of Initial Corresponding Author 

● Date of Submission 

● Date of Acceptance 

● Date of Publication 

● Online publication date 

● OA licence 

● Declared Funders 

 

5.3. Publisher will deliver article metadata including article’s DOI and open license 

information to CrossRef upon publication and article metadata (xml metadata) to 

relevant institutional or third-party repositories and databases (such as PubMed 

Central, Europe PubMed Central, Google Scholar (all journals, crawled by 

Google), Web of Science, Scopus, etc.) upon publication; alternatively the 

Publisher might enable an automatic retrieval via an appropriate interface. 

 

6. Collaboration on Enhancement of Open Access Publishing Services  
6.1. The Publisher and Licensee agree that this Agreement is intended to allow both 

Parties to collaborate on developing their policies, processes, systems, and other 

capabilities toward providing a valued and trusted open access publishing service 

for the authors both Parties commonly serve.  

6.2. During the Agreement the Publisher and Licensee agree to collaborate on further 

defining, developing, and improving aspects of the open access publishing 

services described, including, but not limited to: 

6.2.1. Communications and content about the open access program  
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6.2.2. Workflow from submission to publication, towards meeting relevant parts 

of the “ESAC Workflow Recommendations for Transformation 

Agreements” available at https://esac-initiative.org/about/oa-workflows/ 

6.2.3. Reporting and invoicing functions  

6.2.4. Metadata and industry standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://esac-initiative.org/about/oa-workflows/
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Schedule 7 

Participating Journals 

 

 

Physical Review Letters 

Physical Review A   

Physical Review B   

Physical Review C   

Physical Review D   

Physical Review E 

Physical Review Applied 

Physical Review Fluids 

Physical Review Materials  

 

ISSN and CODENS: 

http://librarians.aps.org/issn 

http://journals.aps.org 

*Also listed in Schedule 5 

 

Librarian Portal: 

http://librarians.aps.org/ 

 

APS Technical Support: 

E-mail:  help@aps.org 

  

mailto:help@aps.org
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Schedule 8 

Text and Data Mining  

 

1. Scope of Use  
1.1. The Licensed Materials and Data Information, as detailed in Schedule 2, 

may be used exclusively by Licensees, their authorized researchers, and 

collaborators for the purposes of text and data mining ("TDM"). These 

materials may not be shared with any other parties without the express 

written consent of APS. 

2. Access and Restrictions  
2.1. Licensees shall access the Licensed Materials and Data Information via an 

APS-specified API or other mutually agreed-upon method. Access is limited 

to journals currently subscribed to by the affiliated institutions of the 

Licensees. Systematic downloading, creation of central repositories of 

Licensed Materials, public dissemination of TDM results, or granting access 

to third parties without prior written approval from APS is strictly 

prohibited. 

3. Non-Commercial Use  
3.1. Licensees agree to use the Licensed Materials solely for non-commercial 

research purposes. No fee will be charged for such use, provided it remains 

within the defined scope of this agreement. 

4. Technical Support  
4.1. APS does not provide additional technical support as part of this agreement. 

5. Review of Research Outputs  
5.1. APS reserves the right to review any research report or publication derived 

from the Licensed Materials before its release. This review will be limited to 

verifying the accurate representation of the dataset. 

6. Data Security  
6.1. Licensees shall implement and maintain robust data security measures in 

accordance with international industry standards and best practices to 

safeguard APS content used for TDM. Any actual or potential data breaches 

involving APS-provided data must be reported to APS immediately or as 

soon as practicable. 

7. Data Use and Distribution  
7.1. Licensees may store and format Licensed Materials on their servers to 

facilitate TDM for the project(s). Extracted data and TDM outputs may be 

communicated to third parties as part of non-commercial research activities. 

However, any reproduction or distribution of Licensed Materials requires 

prior written consent from APS. 

8. Ownership and Copyright  
8.1. The Licensed Materials, including metadata and abstracts, are copyrighted 

by the American Physical Society (APS) and are subject to copyright and 

database protection laws in the United States and other jurisdictions. 

Licensees acknowledge APS’s ownership of these materials and agree not to 

claim ownership by reason of use or access. Use of Open Access materials 

is governed by the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC-BY). 
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9. Termination and Data Erasure  

9.1. This agreement may be terminated by APS. Upon termination, APS may 

require Licensees to erase all data developed or provided under this 

agreement. 

10. Supplemental Terms  
10.1. This agreement supplements APS’s user license terms and conditions, which 

are accessible at https://librarians.aps.org/site_license. All rights not 

explicitly granted under this agreement are reserved by APS. 
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I have read and agree to adhere and abide by all the terms and conditions stated 

above: 

 

 

For TIB 

 

Name:   

 

Title:    

 

Signature: _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

For American Physical Society 

 

Name:    

 

Title:    

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email the completed and signed License Agreement to: 

 

 

 

 

Jay Solomon 

Publications Account Executive (EMEA) 

American Physical Society 

+1 202 846 8127 

solomon@aps.org 

Caerdydd, Cymru | Cardiff, Wales 

 

 


